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This is a report on a study of the membership of the Radio-Television 
Division of the Association for Education in Journalism. It concerns their 
professional and academic backcrounds, their present professional contacts . 
and soue of their attitudes toward the profession of iSroadcast Journalism. 
It is thus addressed to various relationships betv/een educators in a , 
professional discipline and the profession of which most of them have been 
members. Other information is also presented < 

(I'fote^ A siuiilar study vzas conducted in 1969 by Vernon Stone of the 
University of Wisconsin* His study. Broadcast I^ev7S Educators and the 
Profession , V7as presented at the convention of the Association for 
Education in Journalism^, Radio-Television Division^ at Berkeley^ California, 
August^ 1969, and later published in Journalism Quarterly ^ Spring, 1970. 
The results of Dr. Stone's study., V7here applicable, are compared to the 
results of the study reported here.) 

nETHOD 

The study is based on the results of three questionnaires mailed to 
Division members during late 1972 and early 1973. The first questionnaire 
was designed to provide biosraphical material for a Division directory 
^compiled by the author. The second questionnaire sought information on • 
attitudes and practices not covered in the directory inquiry » The third 
questionnaire was designed to obtain infori.iation related to the outlines 
and descriptions of broadcast news courses currently bfting taught by 
Division members. This inf on. -^.tion was placed in booklet form and 
distributed to Division members in Hay 1973. 

Each questionnaire was mailed to the Division membership then 
numbering 115 persons. Seventy members (61 %). responded to the biographical 
questionnaire, 70 members (61 %) responded to the attitudes and practices 



questionnaire and 3o meubers (33 at" 35 colleges and universities 

* 

responded to the third questionnaire requestin*^ outlines and descriptions 
of broadcast news courses which uere then being taught « .(i-'^ote: In the 
study by Stcna (1969) only two questionnaires v/ere mailed to member j. 
Seventy-one per cent responded ^to the biographical questionnaire, while 
79 % responded to the attitudes and practices questionnaire.) 

RESULTS 

Professioual Background . 

Host of 'thet Divisioil Tae^. bors (66 of 70 respondinp or 94 %) have' • 
had full-time prcfcs.sionuil exp'^rience in broadcast news or a related 
area of the journalism luodia* (Only 76 % of the riembers held such jobs in. 
1969, according to the Stone study.) TI\e median is about seven and one-half 
years, (The median. A7as five years in the Stone study.) The brealcdovm is: 

2 years or le5S„.,-„ 11 

3 to 5 yea.rB ........ o * 14 

o to 10 years. , o • • .15 

11 to 15 years 1.10 

16 tro 20 years ..o .10 

21 years or moreo . C ■ 

Of the 66 merabers reporting past professional experience, 50.(75 a) reported 
full-tiixie experience in radio,. 40 (60. %) in television, 27 (40 %) in 
newspapers, 5 (8 %) with wire services, 3 (5 %). in magazines and 2 in public 
relations vzork (3 %) . Of the 66 mcr^hers rejsponding, 49 reported experienc-e 
in two or more of tho above- mentioned parens, 

". A conip'arison of these figures to those obtained by Stone: 
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Area of jjixperience Stone (1969) Dary (1973) 

Radio 83 % 75 Z 

Television 71 Z 60 Z 

isiewspaper 36 Z 40 % 

. Har^azine 12 Z 5 Z 

V/ire Services 5 Z G Z 

Public Relations . 9 Z .3 Z . 

Academic Backp,round 

The hic^hest de^^ree held by 30 (43 Z) of the 70 respondents to the 
biographical questionnaire is the luaster's- Tv/enty-nine (42 Z) hold 
doctorates^ v;hile nine (13 Z) list the bachelor's as their highest degree. 
One respondent did not provide degree information « 

(ilote.- In tl. >tudy by Stone (1969), the highest degree held by 
51 Z of the members v;as the master *s» Forty-three per cent held doctorates.) 

Of the Division members reporting, more hold advanced degrees from 
the University of Iov;a tnan frot.i any otiiar school, A majority received their 
advanced degrees from Dig Ten schools. Of 59 members providing degree 
infonaation, the schools v;ith three or more alumni in the Division were: 

'Masters PhD Total 



University of Ioi;a 


8 


n 
O 


16 


University of Wisconsin 


5 


3 


8 


Columbia University 


5 




5 


University of Michigan 


3 


2 


5 










University of Illinois 


2 


2 


4 


Ohio State 


3 


1 


4 


iJorthv7estern 


2 


1 


3 
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Twelve other schools eacli ^rantecl t\70 degrees to Division raembers* The 
reniainin;;; schools (core than 30) granted one uer^rae each. (iJote' In 
the study by Stone, 55 menbers provided de.'jree information ^ The 196> 
breakdovjn v/as: lov/a - IG;. iiichican State - 7; Illinois - Syracuse 3, 
Wisconsin - 5; Stanford - 4 and Colui.:bia University - 3o) 
Division liembers' A;,es 

Of the 70 respondents to the biographical questionnaire, the 
highest percentage (32 /i) is betv/een 33 and years of a^^e, ilext 
(27 7o) is the 43 to 52-year-old a^e ^roup. The uedian is 42 years of 
age, (iiote; A^es uere not considered in the I'JGO study by Stone •) 
iJumber of Respondents % of Respondents Af;e Ranp.e 

13 18 Z 23 - 32 years 

23 32 Z 33 - 42 years 

19 27 :i 43 - 52 years 

C 11 % 53— t.62yyears 

4 5 % 63-73 years 

Teachinr. 

Of the 70 respondents to the bio[iraphical questionnaire, 63 (90 %) 
have full-time teaching experience « The range is from one to 40 years, but 
the median is about seven years. (iloter The median in the Stone study 
v/as six years.) The breakdoim: 

2 years or less - 12 (19 Z) 

3 to 5 years - 17 (26 %) 
6 to 10 years - 14 (22 %) 
11 to 15 years - 0 (12 %) 
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IG uo 20 years - (6 %) 
21 to 25 years - A (6 v) 
over 26 years - A (6 /.) 
Of the 7o respondentis, only 30 (42 incIicaLad that t:hey were 
currently teachin^:^ radio and/or television ncvjs courses . Of the 30 
teachinp, broadcast news, all but one reported that working broadcast news 
professionals appear regularly as claGsroo;;. ^uest lecturers. 

Usinj]; the 115 members' r.iailinc addresses, including; those of the 
70 members responding to the bio[^,raphical questionnaire, less clian half 
indicated they v;ere affiliated \;ith a department or school with the v/ord 
'journalism" in its title. Of the 115 members listed in the 1973 division 
directory, departmental affiliations are as follov;sj 

Dary (1973) ■ Stone (1969) 
Journalism 42 Z 58 % 

xiass Communication or similar 17 % 19 % 

Pvadio-TV-Film or similar 3 % 13 % 

Speech (no RTVF, label) 2 % 8 % 

English less than 1 % 2 % 

Uon-media affiliation G % not reported 

Affiliation unknown 27 % not reported 

Professional Relationships 

Althou[>h raost Division uembers left the nevjsroora totally for the 
classrooiUj IG (25 /o) of the 70 members responding to the attitudes and 
practices questionnaire indicated that they still v/ork in radio and/or 
television nev;s. Of the I83 11 (61 %) v;ork part time v/ith comraercial 
broadcast nev7S operations » The remaining seven are directly involved 
in the daily news opeitations of the university or college radio and/or 
television stations. (Note: In the study by Stone (l969) , 14 of 67 



/ 
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I 

respondents (20 %) reported that they then worked part tir.ic in broadcast 
neuSe) 

Vioxe. than two-thirds of the members (53 of 70 responding) belong to" 
Si^tiia Delta Chi^ and almost half (31 of 70 responding) belong; to the 
Radio Television News Directors Association: Tv7enty-four members reported 
beloncin:> to other broadcast news, journalism and local press groups. 
Only ten (14 %) of those responding do not belong to any professional 
organization. (Note: In the Stone study^ 12 %»of the respondents did 
not belong to any professional organization, ) 

Thirty-six (51 %) of the 70 respondents reported that they had 
assisted the profession during the previous year either by appearing oh 
a radio or television program, judging a nev;s contest or performing some ' 
other service for a professional broadcast organization. 
Laboratory Facilities 

Of the 70 respondents to the attitudes and practices questionnaire, 
-most of them — 61 — do at least part of their laboratory teaching in 
realistic surroundings. The percentages of the members using various 
outlets:; 





Pary (1973) 


Stone (1969) 


Conmercial stations (radio and TV) 


51 % 


56 % ■ 


Educational stations - school dvmed 


65 % 


50 % 


Ciosed-circuit/campus only ' 


48 % 


63 % . 


Other including 'CATV ,■ 


. IG % 


8 % " 


Hone-. . '. 


12 % 


10 % 



Forty-four of the 61 respondents (70 %) indicated they use more than one 
kind of outlet for their laboratory teaching. 

Fifty^eight of the 70 respondents reported students enrolled in; 



in broadcast journalism (radio and television news) courses during the 
1972-1973 school year. The numbers of students ranged from 5 to 200. 
(ilote: These are not majors but simply students enrolled in broadcast 
news courses,) ■ * 

Forty-nine of the 70 respondents reported that some of their 
students were holding full-tirae or part--tiiue jobs with iocaL radio and/or 
television stations. Forty of the 70 respondents reported the existence 
of seHijgster and/or summer broadcast nevs internships ranging in number, 
from one to 20 per school* • ' ^ 

Viewing Themselves 

Division members v;ere asked, which they feel closer to professionally —t 
nex^spaper reporters and editors or television producers and directors. 
The intent of the question was to gauge whether the raer.ibers see themselyes , 
as newsmen first and broadcasters second or vice versa. Thirty-five of 
the 70 members (50 %) responding to the question said, they feel closer to 
newspaper reporters and editors, while 31 members (44 %) said they feel 
closer to TV producers and directors « This may indicate that there is 
slightly more inv:erest on the part of the rc sponding members in the 

editorial content of broadcast news programs than in the presentation factors 

'■■ . . . 

and cueatrical aspects. 

(Note: In the study by Stone (1969), 32 of 66 responding (48 %) said • 
they felt closer to newspaper reporters and editors.^ v/hile the other 34 
(51 %) felt closer to TV producers and directors. ) 
Viev/infi Prof essiona'^ s 

IThat kind of jobs do the Division members see today's professionals 
doing? The rating: network TV nevjs, good ; netv/ork radio riews^ only 



fair to noocl: local radio 


ne'^3, poor 


to f< 


air, local TV newSj 


only fair. 


Tlie full set of responses: 












Poor 


Fair 


Good Excellent 


Total Responding, 


iH e two r u i V neu s 


o 
J 


xu 




oo 


network Radio news 


7 


25 


25 10 


67 


Local Radio news 
(nationally) 


22 


29 


13 2 


66 


Local TV nevTs 


12 


36 


10 


66 



(nationally) 

(iiote: In comparing the results of Stone's 1969 study to those above, 
the views of respcadin^ members iiave not changed significantly regarding 
network and local TV nevjs and netvjork radio nevjs. Responding members' 
viev7S have, hov7ever> changed regarding local radio news, Hembers in 1973 
believe that local radio news nationally is poorer than did members , 
responding to the 1969 study by Stone.) 

Hembers x^ere aslced to indicate which of the three week ^ight network 
television news prograu they preferred x/atching and to rank all three, 
A clear majority prefer CliS with NBC and AliC in second and third places • 
respectively. The responses: 

Wumber of 





AEC 


CBS 


NDC 


Respondents 


First choice 


8 


43 


16 


67 


Second choice 


24 


12 


20 


56 


Third choice 


22 


6 


28 


56 



(llote: This question v;as not included in the 1969 study by Stone.) 
Rjole of AEJ and Radio-Television Division 

Members were asked what emphasis they felt the lladio-Television 
Division of AiiJ should place on teachings service and research. The results 



Frequencies by ranus in comparison to t-he Stone study: 

Junber of 

Teachinr. Service Research Respondents 



First choice 


Dary 
1973 
52 


Stone 
1969 
55 


Dary 
1973 
7 


Stone 
1969 
5 


Dary 
1973 
10 


Stone 

1969 
6 


Dary 
1973 
69 


Stone 
1969 
66 


Second choice 


13 


7 


20 


13 


27 


46 


G6 


66 


Third choice 




A 


33 




29 


14 


66 


66 


Sixty of 


t;he 70 


respondents (85 


%) to 


the directory 


questionnaire 



listed researcii interests^ VJhiie many of the i-ienbers' research interests 
overlapped^ radio and television, as ni^ht be expected, vjas listed by 29 
members. Placing members' research interests into four categories and 
comparing them to the 1969 study in.erest reports: 



Dary (1973) Stone (1969 ) 
Radio-Television 29 33 
iistorical 20 6 
Behavioral 15 19 
International 3 12 



Thirty-six of the 70 respondents also reported membership in other 
AEJ divisions, liass Comm and Society v^as first V7ith 15 members. Theory 
and ilechodology.^ International, ilewspaper and History tied for second 
v;ith 10 members each. The breakdown and comparison: 



Dary (1973 ) Stone (1969 ) 

Hass Comn £: Society 15 12 

Theory h uethodology 10 14 

International 10 14 

History 10 6 

ilevjspaper 10 6 

Minorities 5 not reported 



Photo journalisnij Public lielations and llasazine cacli had three neubers 
in the 1973 studyj Advertising;;, i-i^h School and Graphic Arts two and 
Junior Collece one. 

Suirvey of Broadcast Journalism Courses 

The 115 meubers of the Radio-Television Divisicr of AEJ represent 
70 colleges and universities . Yet only 38 neinbers (33 Z) at 35 colleges 
and universities responded to the third questionnaire requesting outlines 
and descriptions of broadcast nev/s cources. The^e 3G members provided 
course outlines and descriptions of C7 specialty courses directly concerned 
VTita radio and/or television nev;s^ and cccdited.*53 persons including' -some 
non-division ineabers v^ith teaching the courses . Basic journalism courses 
such as reportinCj, editing, V7ritinc and so forth were not included. 

Of 35 colleges and universities respondin[',y those offering three or 
more courses in radio and/or television nev/s or directly related to 
broadcast neus were as follows: 

Coller;e or University Number of Specialty Courses Offered 



liarquette 


5 


University of VJisconsin-ililwaukec 


5 


University of Kansas 


5 


Indiana University 


5 


University of VJisconsin-IIadison 


ii 


University of Utah 


it 


West Vircinia University 


4 


i-Iorthv/estern 




Anerican University 


3 


California State University-San Jose 


3 
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Collene or University 



Ilunber of Specialty Courses Offeree' 



California State University-San Diego 



3 



Iov;a State 



3 



University of ilinnesota 



3 



University of Mebraslca 



3 



The remaininc colle[];es and universities offered one or tvjo courses in 
broadcast neus (specialty category). 



The results of this study sketch vjhat nicht be labeled as the 
'composite Radio-Television Division member,*' he (67 of the 70 
respondents v/ere male) has about seven years of professional experience 
in the media, most likely radio and/or television. He has at least a 
master ^s degree, perhaps a PhD. He is between his early 30 's and early 
40 's — about 37 — and has been involved in full-time teaching for 
about seven years. He is most likely affiliated v/ith a department or 
school of journalism and does maintain his professional ties through 
Sigma Delta Chi? the Radio Television i^ev/s Directors Association and 
local broadcast journalists. 

The composite member has most likely judged a broadcast news 
contest or spoke in public regarding broadcast journalism. He makes use 
either of unive^.sifcy or local and area commercial broadcasting facxlities 
as a v/orking laboratory for his students, most of vjhon concentrate on 
broadcast nexrs. lie may place a handful of students in semester-long or 
summer internships In local or area commercial stations. 



SUl-E-IARY 



IThen the composite nenber v/atches today's professionals on 
television, he usually chooses the "CBS Evening Nevjs V7ith Walter Cronkite'' 
over HBC and ARC netX7ork nev/s offerings. He believes network television 
is doinc a ^ood job, but that netv;ork radio nev/s is only fair to good. 
Me believes local radio is doin^ a poor to fair job and local TV nev/s 
a fair job. And the composite member believes that teaching should be 
his prine concern v;ith either service to the profession or research 
second • 



